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ABSTRACT 

Survey results are presented of tuition, room and 
board charges at member institutions of the American Association of 
State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) and the National Association 
of state Universities and Land-Grant Colleges (NASULGC) . The findings 
indicate that it will cost more for the average student at state 
colleges and universities to attend school this year than last year, 
but the rise in most student charges is not as dramatic as was the 
increase between last year and the previous year. This report 
presents information on: (1) median student charges at state colleges 
and universities for resident and non-resident students, 1969-70 and 
1970-71 at the NASULGC and AASCU institutions; (2) the reasons for 
the increases; (3) the 5-year trend in student charges; (4) the 
highest and lowest rates charged; (5) regional differences in 
charges; and (6) comparisons of charges by enrollments for the AASCU 
schools. The 10 institutions with lowest and highest charges for 
residents and nonresidents in the 2 groups are listed, as well as all 
the AASCU schools and their various student charges. (AF) 
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STUDENT COSTS CONTINUE TO RISE 
AT STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 

It will cost more for the average student at state colleges and 
universities to attend school this year than last, but the rise in 
most student charges is not as dramatic as was the increase between last 
year and the previous year. 

This general conclusion is based on surveys of tuition, room and 
board charges at member institutions of two organizations: the American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) and the National 
Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges (NASULGC) • 



MEDIAN STUDENT CHARGES AT STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
1969-70 and 1970-71 



N 



1 0 

Tuition and Com- Tot- 



NASULGC 


Required Fees 
Res. Non-R. 


Room 


Board 


bined 

R&B 


ailed 

R&B 


Total Charges 
Res. Non-R. 


1970-71 


$452.50 


$1106 


$340 


$527 


$990 


$936 


$1376 


$2019 


1969-/0 


424 


1030 


324.50 


500 


932.50 


897 


1297 


1910 


% increase 


6.72 


7.37 


4.77 


5.40 


6.16 


4,34 


6.09 


5.70 


AASCU 


1970-71 


$374 


$843 


$360 


$475 




$825 


$1215 


$1689 


1969-70 


350 


795 


320 


440 




793 


1116 


1585 


% increase 


6.85 


6.03 


12.50 


7.95 




4.03 


8.87 


6.56 



Figures shown are the median rates for typical full-time undergraduate students 
for two semesters, two trimesters, or three quarters. 



* 



Is 



These are the median charges for both room and board at those institutions 
which do not have separate rates for room and for board. 

These are the median charges for room and board at all institutions which 
provide housing, whether such charges are made separately for room and for 
board, or in combination. 
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Results from AASCU f s 275 member schools — most of them regional state 
universities and colleges — show that the median total cost for the 1970-71 
school year is $1215 for in-state students. This is a rise of 8.87 per 
cent over last year's median of $1116. Last year, these schools increased 
total cost by 6.7 per cent from the previous year. 

At the 113 members of NASULGC — most of which are universities and 
land-grant colleges drawing students from all regions of a state — the 
median total charge for in-state students increased by 6.09 per cent. 

It was $1297 in 1969, and is $1376 this year. The rise in total costs 
last year from the year previous was 7.28 per cent. 

Among members of both associations, charges for tuition and fees to 
in-state students rose much less steeply than last year, when this was the 
area of greatest increase. 

Where there was a jump of 16.53 per cent last year among NASULGC 
members in resident tuition and fees, this year the charge rose by 6.72 
per cent, from $424 to $452.50. Among the AASCU members, resident tuition 
and fees rose from $350 to $374, an increase of 6.85 per cent compared to 
last year's 14.0 per cent jump. 

Largest increase in the NASULGC membership was in tuition and re- 
quired fees for out-of-state students. These schools, which generally 
admit more out-of-state students than do the AASCU schools, boosted this 
charge from a median of $1030 in 1969 to $1106 in 1970- -a rise of 7.37 
per cent. 

The generally less expensive AASCU schools are charging a median of 
$843 to out-of-staters, an increase of 6.03 per cent from last year's 
figure of $795. 

For AASCU schools, the largest increase came in charges for dormitory 
rooms, with a steep 12.5 per cent jump, from a median of $320 to one of 
$360. Even this was not as large as the 14.6 per cent boost last year, 
however . 

NASULGC schools shewed a relatively modest boost of 4.77 per cent 
for rooms, from $324.5 to $340. This was a considerably smaller increase 
than the 9.2 per cent figure last year. 

AASCU schools also increased board charges faster than did NASULGC 
schools — a jump of 7.95 per cent (from $440 to $475) compared to a rise 
of 5.40 per cent ($500 to $527). This was a greater increase than last 
year for both associations. The 1969 figure was 2.8 per cent for NASULGC, 
5.0 per cent for AASCU. 



REASON BEHIND INCREASES FORECAST SPIRALING TREND 

The fact that most student charges increased less this year than last, 
both on a percentage basis and in dollars and cents, is less encouraging 
than it might seem on the surface. The reasons behind the boosts paint a 
much gloomier picture. 
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In simple terms, public universities raise their charges to students 
only when they cannot find the funds to meet their expenses anywhere else. 
The low-tuition principle, which has enabled more and more young people 
to obtain a college education, has been guarded by these institutions 
since their founding. The financial realities of the Seventies, however, 
are making this tenet more of a dream than a reality. One university 
president predicted chat annual tuition increases may have to become a 
fact of life. 

The primary reason cited by universities for increases this fall was 
inflation. Sixty-one NASULGC members noted that this was a prime factor 
in making increases. Of secondary, but far from minor, importance were 
inadequate appropriations from state legislatures. Although appropriations 
for operating expenses of public higher education will reach a record 
level of $7,003,798 during 1970-71, needs that cannot be met by state 
tax support continue to mount. Universities in at least six states in- 
dicated that they had been forced to raise student charges by directives 
from state legislatures, boards of higher education or boards of trustees 
requiring them to obtain part of additional needed revenue in this way. 

Even with austerity budgets which do not allow for new programs or 
staff expansion, many universities have found it necessary to raise stu- 
dent fees just to balance the ledger and maintain the quality of already 
existing programs. Along with tuition increases necessary to meet in- 
structional costs, room and board charges are going up in accordance with 
the rising costs of goods and services. In addition, a growing number of 
institutions are having to obtain capital funds that are desperately 
needed to provide for more and more students, in part by special student 
assessments. 

Indicative of what may be an ever-widening trend in public higher 
education, the University of Wisconsin increased non-resident annual tuition 
by $472 this year because of the belief of the university's Board of 
Regents that out-of-state students should pay the full cost of their 
instruction. The state legislature set up a similar requirement for the 
establishment of out-of-state tuition for the University of New Hampshire 
in 1969. 



LONG -TERM TREND-THIRTY PER CENT INCREASE 

A look at what has happened to student costs over the past five years 
most effectively underscores the alarming rise in charges in every category. 
Comparative data on total costs shown here were the national medians for 
both NASULGC and AASCU for the 1965-66 academic year. In summary there 
has been an average yearly increase of over six per cent in total charges 
to resident students for both associations. NASULGC schools have in- 
creased total charges to non-residents on an average of almost seven 
per cent annually, and AASCU schools have had an annual average increase 
of better than eight per cent. 
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FIVE-YEAR TREND IN MEDIAN STUDENT CHARGES 
1965-66 1970-71 Percentage Increase 





Res. 


Non-R. 


Res. 


Non-R. 


Res. 


Non-R. 


NASULGC 


$1,053 


$1,502 


$1,376 


$2,019 


30.6% 


34.4% 


AASCU 


915 


1,193 


1,215 


1,689 


32.7% 


41.6% 



HIGHEST AND LOWEST RATES 

AASCU figures for 1970 show only nine schools charging less than 
$150 for resident tuition and fees, compared with 19 last year. Those 
In this category this year are In Washington, D.C., and California. 
Similarly, only two NASULGC Institutions have resident tuition and fees 
of less than $200 this year, while 11 were In this bracket last year. 

(The two this year are Prairie View A & M, Texas, with $154, and Federal 
City College, D.C., with $97.50. Federal City Is also a member of AASCU). 

The top ten AASCU schools all charge between $700 and $740 for resident 
tuition and fees. All but one of the schools In this group are In 
Pennsylvania — the result of a major boost in tuition in that state. The 
top ten NASULGC schools with the exception of Cornell University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology — the association's only private 
institutions — range from $660-$905. 

For out-of-state student tuition and fees, the top ten NASULGC in 
stitutions all charge more than $1700, while the lowest ten range from 
$454 to $654. The equivalent figures for AASCU schools are more than 
$1430 for the top ten, and $490 or less for the bottom ten. 



REGIONAL DIFFERENCES PINPOINTED 

Distinct regional variations in how much students will be expected to 
pay emerged 

In a comparison by region of institutions belonging to NASULGC, the 
Southeast had the lowest median for total costs to both resident and non- 
resident students. Tuition and fees charged resident students in the 
West produced the lowest median in that category, and the median for the 
Mideast wae the most moderate one for non-resident tuition and fees. 

The Southeast was also the region with the lowest median total costs 
for resident students among AASCU members, but New England produced the 
lowest median for non-resident total costs. The West again had the lowest 
median for tuition and fees charged resident students, and New England 
had the most moderate median for non-resident tuition and fees. 

Among NASULGC institutions, both the Southeast and the West fell 
below the national median of $1376 for total charges to resident students 
for an academic year. The median for the Southeast was $1,234, while the 
median for the West was $1,346. Other regional medians stood at $1,481 
for the Mideast, $1,493 for the Midwest and $1,519 for New England. 
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Regional medians for total charges to resident students attending 
AASCU institutions followed much the same pattern. A median for the 
Southeast of $1105 and the median for the West of $1179 were both below 
the national median of $1215. New England was exactly on the $1215 
median. The Midwest had a median of $1314 and the Mideast led the country 
at $1440. 

In a regional comparison of non-resident total costs, the Southeast 
again had the lowest total costs among NASULGC regions. The region's 
median of $1,899 was followed by a $1,997 median for the Mideast, both of 
which were below the national median of $2019. The West followed with 
a $2021 median while both New 1 England and the Midwest were well above 
the median, at $2,376 and $2,392 respectively. 

Among AASCU institutions, three regions reported medians below the 
national level of $1689. New England was at $1577, the Southeast 
followed with a $1632 median, and the West had a median of $1680. The 
Midwest stood at $1820 and the Mideast was the most costly region at 
$1880. 

Medians for tuition and required fees by region for resident students 
at NASULGC institutions pinpointed the West as the region with lowest 
costs. The regional median was $429. The Mideast, with a median of 
$448, and New England, and the Southeast with medians of $450 all clustered 
around the national median of $452.50. The Midwest reported the highest 
median tab in this category at $510. 

Two regions of AASCU — the West and New England — had moderate medians 
of $230 and $275 respectively for resident tuition and required fees. The 
Southeast followed with a median of $352 as compared with a national 
median of $374. Ranking above the national level were the Midwest at 
$420 and the Mideast at $516. 

Regional comparisons of non-resident tuition and fees among NASULGC 
universities revealed a $470 range in medians. The least costly region 
for out-of-state students was the Mideast at $950 as compared with the 
national median of $1,106. The Southeast had a $1,017 median and the 
West followed at $1,129. Ranking well above these regions were New 
England at $1,350 and the Midwest at $1,420. 

Regional differences among AASCU institutions in regard to non- 
resident tuition and fees were much less pronounced. New England with 
a $675 median was the least costly region followed by the Mideast at $789. 
The Southeast at $840 was just below the national median of $843, which 
was also the median for the West. The only region ranking above the 
median was the Midwest at $984. 
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COMP ARISON BY ENROLLMENTS 

Analysis of the AASCU figures shows that the larger schools — those 
with enrollments more than 10,000-^most often have total charges above 
the median. Of the 32 AASCU institutions of this size, seven are below 
the median for total charges, two are within $25 in either direction 
of the median, and 23 (71 per cent) are above the median,, 

By contrast, schools charging above the median amount to only 37 
per cent of schools with enrollments of less than 5,000 (49 schools 
out of 131) and 40 per cent of schools with enrollments of between 5,000 
and 9,999. 

(Equivalent statistics were not figured for NASULGC.) 



iFor regional comparison, the states were divided as follows: NEW 

ENGLAND — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and Rhode Island; MIDEAST — New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, D.C.; SOUTHEAST — Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Arkansas; MIDWEST — Michigan, Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, 
Ohio, Kansas, Wisconsin, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, 
Nebraska; WEST — Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Oklahoma, Texas, Nevada, 
Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, Arizona, New Mexico, Hawaii, and 
Alaska. 
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Tuition, Required Fees, Room, and Board 
Member Institutions of the 

American Association of State Colleges and Universities 
By State, for the Year 1970-1971 

(for the fulltime undergraduate student, for two semesters, two trimesters, or three quarters) 
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